AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECIFICATION 

Amend the paragraph beginning at page 1, line 10 and ending at page 4, line 9 as follows: 



The present invention provides a method of managing ideas, comprising the step 

of: 

(a) maintaining a computer database for accumulating ideas for prospectively 
patentable inventions, wherein said ideas include needs and requirements of said 
inventions; and 

wh e r e in st e p (a) is combin e d with on e or mor e of th e following st e ps, to wit: 

(b) systematically establishing contractual obligations by contributors of said 
ideas to the database to transfer property rights to inventions derived at least in part from 
said accumulated ideas, wherein said transfer is for contingent economic gainf-er 

(c) providing contingent contractual rights to at l e ast som e inventions d e riv e d at 
l e ast in part from said accumulat e d id e as; or 

(d) e nabling r e c e ipt of contributions of said id e as for prospectiv e e ntry into said 
databas e ; combin e d with 

( e ) syst e matically e stablishing contractual obligations by contributors of said 
id e as to said databas e to transf e r prop e rty rights to inventions d e rived at l e ast in part from 
said accumulat e d id e as to transf e r ee s oth e r than contributors of id e as from which said 
inv e ntion was at l e ast in part d e riv e d; or 

(f) e nabling id e as contribut e d to said databas e to b e integrated within said 
comput e r databas e to th e r e by facilitat e d e rivation of inventions from said int e grated 
id e as; combin e d with 
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(g) syst e matically e stablishing contractual obligations by contributors of said 
id e as to said databas e to transf e r prop e rty rights to inv e ntions d e riv e d at l e ast in part from 
said accumulat e d id e as; combin e d with 

(h) syst e matically e stablishing contractual obligations by said contributors to 
p e rmit imm e diat e public disclosur e of said id e as contribut e d by said contributors; or 

st e p (d) combin e d with 

(i) syst e matically e stablishing contractual obligations by contributors of said ideas 
to s aid databas e to transf e r prop e rty rights to inv e ntions d e riv e d at l e ast in part from said 
accumulat e d id e as to a propri e tor of said databas e or to a party in conc e rt with said 
propri e tor; or 

st e p (h) combin e d with 

0) e ff e cting transf e r of prop e rty rights to inv e ntions d e riv e d at l e ast in part from 
said accumulat e d id e as to transf e r ee s oth e r than contributors of said id e as from which 
said inv e ntion was at l e ast in part d e riv e d; or 

st e p (h) combin e d with 

(k) syst e matically e ff e cting transf e r of prop e rty rights to inv e ntions d e riv e d at 
l e ast in part from said accumulat e d id e as to a propri e tor of said databas e or to a party in 
conc e rt with said propri e tor; or 

(1) e stabli s hing contractual obligations by contributors of said id e as to said 
databas e to transf e r prop e rty rights to inventions d e riv e d at l e ast in part from said 
accumulat e d id e as, wh e r e in upon e stablishing said obligations th e transf e r ee s ar e not 
id e ntifi e d; or 

st e p (h) combin e d with 
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(m) r e quiring p e rsons to e nter into a m e mb e rship as a pr e r e quisit e for vi e wing a 
portion of said databas e containing at least som e of said accumulat e d id e as; or 
st e p (h) combin e d with 

(n) r e quiring contributors of id e as for prosp e ctiv e e ntry into said databas e to enter 
into a m e mbership as a pr e r e quisit e for contributing id e as for entry into said databas e ; or 
st e p (h) combin e d with 

(o) syst e matically e nt e ring into said databas e all id e as contribut e d for ontr>^ into 
said databas e ; or 

st e p (g) combin e d with 

(p) syst e matically e nt e ring into said databas e ideas contribut e d for e ntry into said 
databas e without r e quiring any contributor of said id e as to hav e subject matt e r e xp e rtis e 
as a pr e r e quisit e for e ntry of said contributions; or 

st e p (g) combin e d with 

(q) facilitating pr e paration and/or filing of pat e nt applications for at l e ast som e of 
said d e riv e d inv e ntions; or 

st e p (h) combin e d with 

(r) r e quiring contributors of id e as to said databas e to hav e subj e ct matt e r e xp e rtise 
as a pr e r e quisit e for contributing id e as for prosp e ctiv e e ntry into said databas e ; or 

(s) e stablishing contractual obligations by contributors of said id e as to said 
databas e to transf e r prop e rty rights to inv e ntions d e riv e d at l e ast in part from said 
accumulat e d id e as, wherein said transf e r is for actual e conomic gain; combin e d with 

(t) s e l e ctiv e ly e nt e ring only som e of said contribut e d id e as into said databas e ; or 

st e p (m) combin e d with st e p (g) combin e d with step (t); or 
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st e p (r) combin e d with st e p (g) combined with st e p (t); or 
st e p (n) combin e d with st e p (g) combin e d with step (t); or 
st e p (f) combin e d with st e p (g) combin e d with st e p (t) . 
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